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Introduction

Over the years, without any specific intention on my part, [ have
become the repository for many of the photos, documents,
letters, postcards and keepsakes on my mother’s side of the
family.

It was while sifting through all these memorabilia that I had the
idea of putting together this document on the life and times of
my grandfather, Harry Frank Bradley, who sadly died just a few
months before my parents were married.

There is nothing particularly extraordinary about the life of
Frank, but he did have the misfortune to live through two world
wars - the first as a young soldier and prisoner of war, the
second as an active member of the Royal Observer Corps.

A gentleman’s outfitter by profession, Frank ran two shops in
the county of Gloucestershire, one in Stonehouse and the other
in Nailsworth, and was always well-dressed, even on picnics
and days by the sea.

Very much a family man, Frank married Mary Frances Peter in
1929 and settled down in Grosvenor House, a large semi-
detached house in Stroud, only a few miles from the shop in
Stonehouse. He and Mary had two daughters in the early 1930s,
Gillian Mary and Bridget Elizabeth, my mother.

I like to think that in his own unpretentious way, through his

postcards, his letters and his prisoner-of-war diary, he has a
story to tell for those who may be interested.

Tony Lawson
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1896-1913

Harry Frank Bradley was born on Saturday 8" February 1896 at n.359 The Crescent,
Edmonton, Middlesex, just north of Tottenham in London, England.
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Frank’s father, George Bradley [1854-1931], was a well-established Tottenham grocer with
three employees working for him at the time of Frank’s birth. His mother, Sarah Elizabeth
Smith, was born and raised on Eastcott Farm, the daughter and fifth child (nine altogether) of
a very successful farmer in Swindon, Wiltshire. George and Sarah were married in
Highworth, Wiltshire in the first quarter of 1880.
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Frank’s grandparents ¢.1880: William George Bradley (1826-1886) and Ann Whiteman (1827-1901)

Frank’s parents c.1920: George Bradley (1854-1931) and Sarah Elizabeth Smith (1856-1928)



Frank was the youngest of 10 children, two of whom died very young.
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At some point during Frank’s childhood, the family moved from London to Clevedon House,
Wroughton, in Wiltshire (presumably encouraged by Sarah’s family) to take up farming. It
was here that Frank was baptised on Thursday 12" May 1910 at the age of 14.
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The Bradley Boys - ¢.1910

Edward George — George (father) — Charles
Arthur Downes — William
Harry Frank



The portrait postcard below, presumably delivered by hand, shows that as early as 1913 Frank
had already made connections in Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, though how this connection
occurred remains unknown.
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Christmas postcard, 1913



1914-1918

When the First World War broke out, and England declared war on Germany on 4™ August
1914, Frank had turned 18 in February that year and was old enough to enlist. He joined the
25™ Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers (2™ Tyneside Irish) which was raised in
Newcastle on 9" November 1914. In June 1915, the Battalion joined the 103rd Brigade, 34th
Division at Ripon and after further training they moved to Salisbury Plain in late August for
final training. They proceeded to France in January 1916 where the 34th Division
concentrated at La Crosse, east of St. Omer.







It is not known exactly when Frank enlisted with the Northumberland Fusiliers, whether at the
moment of its formation or sometime later. From a letter that he wrote during the war, it is
clear that the last Christmas he spent with his family before leaving for the war was in 1914.
The first tangible evidence of him actually in service in France are two postcards from
Abbeville, one dated 25™ April 1917 and the other dated 29" June 1917. These would have

been sent during the stand-off period after the heavy losses suffered during the Battle of the
Somme in 1916.
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On 21* March 1918, the Germans launched their spring offensive, also known as the
“Kaiserschlacht” (Kaiser’s Battle). This was a series of devastating attacks along the Western
Front and Germany’s last great gamble to win the war before the arrival of American troops
could impact the final outcome. In just five hours, the Germans fired one million artillery
shells at the British lines held by the Fifth Army — over 3000 shells fired every minute. The
artillery bombardment was followed by lightning attacks carried out by Germany’s elite
stormtroopers. After a long period of static warfare, the British were unprepared for such a
massive onslaught and by the end of the first day, 21,000 British soldiers had been taken
prisoner and the Germans had made great advances through the lines of the Fifth Army.

It was on the following day, 22" March 1918, that Frank himself was taken prisoner at
Croisilles on the Western Front. For the following three months, throughout the first part of
the spring offensive, Frank was forced to work for the Germans behind their lines in Ervillers,
Ecoust-Saint-Mein, and Quéant.

Finally, on 5™ July, he was marched away from the front to Cambrai, a first step towards the
Parchim POW camp in Germany.

FRANK’S MOVEMENTS AS A POW DURING WWI
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No news about Frank reached home until 8" May when a letter from the Infantry Record
Office, written on 22" April, finally arrived, saying that Frank had been posted as ‘missing’
on 21/23 March 1918 with the B.E.F. in France.
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No. ; : \Y RECOQApny-Form B. 104—83.
(If replying, please quote above No.)

191X.

SIR oR-Mawmw, . ,
: I regret to have to inform you that a report has been received from
the War Office to the effect that (No.) 4 Q 58 (Rank)M
(Name) mnnl;L }’Mm% ‘44(/1(/&/1/ |
(Regiment) 2 5 “NORTHUMALiL AND £ 11.54/1 iERS.
was posted as “ missing ” 011 the__g / /2 3 haickh /f]/f
: LUl g :

The report that he is missing does not necessarily mean that he has

been killed, as he may be a prisoner-of war or temporarily separated from

his regiment. _ _ e e

Official reports that men are prisoners of war take some time to reach
this country, and if he has been captured by the enemy it is probable that
unofficial news will reach you first. In that case I am to ask you to
forward any letter received at once to this Office, and it will be returned
to you as soon as possible. :

Should any further official information be received it will be at once
communicated to you.

T am,
SIR eR~MAban,
Your obedient Servant;
A/

s AO9 Ocs

70/

—_

Officer in charge of Records.

Important.—Any change of address should be immediately notified to this Oiﬂeqf/

(729 98) 'W1811—P235 60,000 11/17 HWV(P791) Formq‘g.l(M-—SBI&. [TURN OVER

=

_

The news must have been devastating for the family,
but did not leave them without hope that Frank could still be alive.
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L MISSING OFFICERS AND MEN.

. The following are the steps taken by the War Office to ascertain whether officers and men who have
been reported Missing are Prisoners of War, or, if not, whether any definite information is obtainable as
& to their fate :—

(i) The Commanding Ogficer.

The Officer Commanding the Unit, before making his report, ascertains as far as possible from the
officers and men present with the Unit, whether any reliable evidence is forthcoming. If not, he reports
the soldier Missing.

(ii) The British Red Cross and Order of St. Jokn.

Lists of the missing are supplied by the War Office to the Enquiry Department of the Red Cross,
18, Carlton House Terrace, S.W.1.

" The representatives of this body are given facilities at the hospitals and camps at home and overseas
to collect information from wounded soldiers. . 8

Information so collected, if likely to establish the fate of the officer or man, is passed to the War
Office, and' in the case of the rank and file is taken up officially without request from the relatives.

In the case of officers these reports if sufficiently definite are also investigated, but the initiative is
as a rule left to the relatives, since the Red Cross reports are frequently numerous and conflicting, and it
is found that the relatives have in many cases received raore reliable information direct from the officers
of the unit.

Enquiries addressed to 18, Carlton House Terrace, will also be answered direct, and all reliable

. information collected will be communicated. The ¢nquiry should give the name, Christian name,

regimental number, regiment. battalion, company or platoon, and date of casualty. For Royal Artillery
the Battery is necessary, and for the Royal Engineersard Army Service Corps the Company.

PR PRSP R o (1) MWMI@ counliics.

Full lists of the missing are prepared in the War Office, and a large number of copies are sent
monthly to the Foreign Office for transmission through the good offices of the Netherlands Government

- ’

to Germany and to other enemy countries. e

These lists are circulated through the prisoners of war camps and hospitals, and are accompanied by
forms on which evidence can be furnished regarding officers and men whose namss are on the list. By
this means, in an appreciable number of cases, information has been received showing what has been the

fate of the missing. ¥
(iv) General Remarks.

It will be seen that by these arrangements an endeavour is made to cover broadly the whole field of
possible witnesses of the missing soldier’s fate, and if he has unfortunately met his death upon the battle-
field to place his relatives in possession of definite information upon the subject.

If, on the other hand. he is in fact a prisoner of war, news is in the great majority of cases received
from him direct in the first instance by the means of letters addressed to his relatives. In a few cases his
name first appears upon an official German List, bg}.ﬂﬂ%tunawly, in a number of these, the list shows
that he has died in Hospital a few days after capture. In all but very exceptional cases, the news of his
being a prisoner comes through before there would have been time for an enquiry to be sent to Germany,
and for an answer to be received.

Individual enquiries sent to Germany in missing cases have been found by experience to produce no
correct information that was not already in the possession of the War Office, and as the issue of the lists
of missing ensures much wider circulation of the names, individual enquiries are not now sent.

The placing of the name on the missing list is done by the War Office automatically, and it is
therefore not necessary for relatives to take any steps to ensure that official enquiries in Germany are set
on foot. It is particularly requested that letters should not be sent to the Netherlands Legation or to
the Foreign Office, as applications of this description cannot be dealt with there.

=

‘War OFFIcE, S.W.1,
February, 1917.

On 21* June 1918, Frank’s father wrote to the Central Prisoners of War Committee asking
them if they had any further information regarding his son. He received a reply, written on
28™ June, stating that Frank had officially been recorded as a prisoner of war on 25" June
1918. It is more than likely that this was the first reassurance for the family that Frank was
still alive and it must have come as a great relief.
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THE ORDER OF ST. JOHN

BRITISH RED CROSS SOCIETY. OF JERUSALEM IN ENGLAND.

CENTRAL PRISONERS OF WAR COMMITTEE.

The Rt. Hon. The EARL OF SANDWICH, Chairman
Lieut.-Col. L. IMPEY, C.S.I.. C.L.E., Secretary

Cheques should be made payable to the Earl of Sandwich, and crossed Barclay & Co., not negotiable.

Telegrams: Prisoners, South Kensington, London, N St {BROMPTON ROAD TUBE
Telephone: Kensington, 7040. gareys Stations SOUTH KENSINGTON.
Please reply to: ny
THE SECRETARY, 4' THURLOE PLACE
Central Prisoners of War Committec. (Nearly oppositc the Brompton Oratory),
and quote

Records, M.E.P. LONDON, S.W.7.

B 4 - 1

DEAR %&W

" In reply to your letter of the_,.....Q? s / : /8 we recorded

;xx”///ﬂ.’-d- Vg’#ﬁf%a’sf:ﬁm%a prisoner of war

on Wk A e e

No food or clothing may be sent to prisoners of war by private
individuals as these must go through the authorised associations who begin to
despatch parcels immediately they receive a prisoner’s address. All regiments
have their care committees, by whom the full supply of clothing and also three
food parcels per fortnight are sent to each prisoner. The Care Committee for
this regiment is:—

You should apply to them for full information, and they will be most
grateful for any contributions towards the cost of the parcels, and will see that
those towards which subscriptions are received are sent in the name of the donor.

Cigarettes and tobacco are included-in the contents of the food parcels,
but an extra supply may be sent by means of a permit issued by the Care
Committee.

The next of kin of a prisoner of war may send a small Personal Parcel
to him once a quarter, and for this a coupon is necessary. Application. must
be made to the Care Committee for this and also for instructions.

No restriction is placed upon the number of letters that may be sent
to a prisoner of war. No stamp is required and the flap of the envelope should
be turned in and not stuck down. Letters may be sent through the post in
the ordinary way and should be directed as follows:—

: ~ Kriegsgetfangenensendung, c/o G.P.O, London.

Prisoner’s number, rank, initials, name,

Regiment, 2 p S M\%

Kriegsgefangenel}{ager,

; Any change of address should be sent to the Care Committee without ;
delay. V'%M‘-ﬁ

Yours faithfully,
L. IMPEY, Lieut.-Colonel,

Secretary.
A2 fageiten, o
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On 15" July, a postcard written by Frank on 17™ April 1918, stating that he had been captured
by the Germans and was a prisoner of war, finally reached its destination three months later.
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Another letter, this time written by the British Army, dated 2™ August 1918 confirmed once
again that Frank was a prisoner of war in German occupied territory.

Army Form B. 104-—-83A.
No.

(If replying, please_quote

above No.) :
ED \ f%f& Ku & Record Office,

Station.

el ol
%
Sir on)kﬁm, — Q)i’:z&/k\:_%. 191

I have to inform you that a report has been received

from the. War Office to the effect that (No.) KO 9\,

(R\auk)ﬁf V) C. ! X ___(Ngme) >

(R;-:gu;;lc“t)- CL * b’ ‘; : QL‘L‘A;._ ‘ ‘ Ao 2 A ,‘. 7

. is a Prisoner of Warh%amﬂ;&xw@_fmé\-

Should any other information be received concerning him, such

information will be at once communicated to you.

Instructions as to the method of communicating with Prisoners of
War can be obtained at any Post Office.

I am,

i s StrR 0B MADAM,
Your obedient Servant,

V4
/"y

7 7,

VA { <

;};’m Officer ir.;\;:-harge‘of' Records.
. () " v :

IMPORTANT.—Any change of your address should be immedlate\y notified to this
Office. It should also be notified, if you receive information from the soldier above, that
his address has been changed.

(9 38 5) W 13495-5013 80,000 12/15 H W V(P 1361) Forms/B. 104—834/1

At about this time, it is quite probable that a letter written by Frank on 10" June 1918 would
have reached its destination. In this case, however, there is no postmarked envelope to give a
more precise date.
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On 12" July 1918, Frank was sent to work in the forest in Locquignol where, judging from his
diary entries, conditions were terrible and men were dropping dead on parade. On 15" July,
Frank and his ‘pal’ were admitted to hospital in Le Quesnoy where his ‘pal’, Handrick, died
four days later.

On 5™ August Frank left the hospital in Le Quesnoy and on 7™ August was admitted to
hospital in Trier where he stayed for just over a month. From the hospital in Trier he sent two
postcards home.
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The first postcard was written on the 18™ August and arrived on 15™ October.
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The second postcard was written on 26™ August and arrived on 29" October.
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On Sunday 1* September, while convalescing in Deauville on the north coast of France, far
from the front, one of Frank’s elder brothers, Arthur Downes, known to the family as ‘Peter’,
wrote a letter to his mother to say that he had found out that Frank was in the Parchim POW
camp. In actual fact, Frank did not reach Parchim until 29™ September as is clear from his

diary. Peter’s letter probably did not arrive home until late October.
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While he was in hospital in Trier and presumably when he was feeling a little better, perhaps
some time in early September, Frank had his photograph taken and made into a portrait
postcard, a common practice for prisoners of war.
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On 11™ September 1918, Frank left the hospital in Trier and the following day he arrived in
Konigsbriick. He remained there until the 28" September and on the 25™ September, he wrote
a long letter to his mother. It arrived on 3™ November.
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Konigsbriick, le 7<= 244, 1917
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On 29" September, Frank finally reached the Parchim POW camp, where he remained until
16™ October when he was sent on to the Chemnitz lager. From the 23™ October to 10™
December, he was stationed in Wolkenstein, where his standard of living rose considerably. It
was from here that he wrote another lengthy letter to his mother on 30™ November, written on
‘Chemnitz’ paper shortly after the signing of the armistice on 11" November 1918.
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On 11™ December, Frank returned briefly to the Chemnitz POW camp before leaving for
Szczecin, in Poland on 16™ December. It was from Szczecin that the first POWS finally left
for Copenhagen on 18" December 1918 with Frank joining them on 21% December.

Frank’s last postcard home was sent from Copenhagen on 26™ December and reached its
destination on 3" January 1918.
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Frank left Denmark on HM troopship Plassy on 27™ December and arrived in Leith, in
Scotland, on 30" December.
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On 41 October, while in the Parchim POW camp, Frank wrote a diary of all the events from
the moment of his capture by the Germans onwards. He kept this diary up to date until his
return to Leith in Scotland on 30™ December 1918.
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FRANK’S WWI REMNANTS: BANKNOTES, POW CURRENCY, BREAD VOUCHER

10 Pfennig from the Chemnitz POW camp
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Taastrup (Denmark) — ryebread voucher
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1919-1938

Little is known regarding Frank’s precise movements after his return from the war in 1919.
What we do know from the 1911 pre-war national census, is that Frank’s brother-in-law,
George Nicol, 19 years his senior and living under the same roof at that time, was an
established draper and may well have played a part in directing Frank towards the clothing
profession in the post-war years.
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It is equally plausible that Frank’s pre-war connection with Mr. C. Price in Stonehouse could
have led him to take up an apprenticeship with Mullins, an established draper with a shop on
the eastern corner of Regent Street and the High Street (Bath Road) in Stonehouse. The
original draper, Vincent Wood Mullins, died in 1921, but the shop continued to be run by his
wife and son, also named Vincent.
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V.W.Mullins shop, 1920s
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This possibility would appear to be corroborated by the 1926 electoral register for the parish
of Stonehouse which shows Frank as being “c/o Mrs. Mullins, High Street”. It is quite likely,
therefore, that Frank was lodging with the Mullins family while serving as an apprentice in

their shop.

POLLING DISTRICT CW.,
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150
151
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154
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157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164

165
166
167
168

169

Birt Ernest Sidney

Birt Bertha Lucy

Birt Owen

Bishop Frederick James

Bishop Ellen Georgina

Bishop Norman

Bishop William

Bishop Sarah

Blackwell George Edward

Blackwell Harold Kenneth
Gould

Blackwell Annie

Blackwell Walter Henry

Blackwell Walter Henry

Blackwell Ethel Bessie

Blair Joseph

Blanch Ernest

Blanch Lucy Kate

Blick Andrew Robert—J

Blick Bessie Ann

Blick Charles

Blick Charlotte

Blick Florence Mary
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Blick Percy Llewellyn
Blockley Charles Frederick
Bond Frances Anne
Bond Jane

Boucher Archie Milton
Boucher Grace Letitia
Boughton Edward William
Bowen Louis Philip
Bowen Eliza Caroline
Box Edward William
Box Alice. Catherine
Bradley Harry Frank
Bradley Julia Ann

Brain Edwin Charles
Brain Joseph Edwin
Brain Cecelia Maud
Brain Sarah

Bridgeman Arthur Charles
Brinkworth Geofiry
Brotheridge Edgar
Brotheridge Julia Grace
Brown Albert Edgar
Brown Lucy Agnes
Brown George Francis
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Brown Henry Josiah

Brown Annie

aBrown John Robert
Francis

Brown Thomas Bartlett

Brown Ruth

Brunsdon Arthur
William—J

tBrunsdon Charles
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Brunsdon Henry Lewis

PARISH OF STONEHOUSE

Kimmins Road
Kimmins Road
Queen’s Road
Chapel Row
Chapel Row
Canal Side

Canal Side

Canal Side

Hill View Cottages
Woodcock Lane

Woodcock Lane
Hill View Cottages
Ham Lane

Ham Lane

39 Avenue Terrace
Queen’s Road
Queen’s Road
High Street

High Street
Regent Street
Regent Street
Gloucester Road

Blick Leopold Robert James High Street

Regent Street
Lower Mills
Bridge House
Bridge House
Queen’s Road
Queen’s Road
High Street
Spring Cottages
Spring Cottages
Avenue Terrace
Avenue Terrace
¢ /o Mrs. Mullins,
Gloucester Road
The Walnuts
The Walnuts
The Walnuts
Gloucester Road
The Vicarage
Oldends

Police Station
Police Station
Woodcock Lane
Woodcock Lane
Gordon Terrace

High Strec

Brown Hester Rhoda Smith Gordon Terrace

Woodcock Lane
Woodcock Lane
1 Gordon Terrace

Gloucester Road
Gloucester Road
Ryeford

Land, Ryeford (Abode—
Ebley) -
Ryeford

1926 electoral register for the parish of Stonehouse
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A couple of interesting items that remain from this period are Frank’s sketch of Gloucester
Cathedral, drawn in 1924, and a ‘hearty congratulations’ card, presumably drawn in the same
period: indications of his potential artistic talents at that time.

Harry Frank Bradley’s sketch of Gloucester Cathedral, 1924.

43



?éaxr% e’ﬁ % mhlﬁ%.
g towghousge.

Frank’s “Hearty Congratulations” card, c.1924

It was some time in the latter half of the 1920s that Frank met his future wife, Mary Frances
Peter. Mary and her father, James Peter, had recently moved west from Hertfordshire to
Coaley in Gloucestershire, after the death of James’s wife, Elizabeth Williamson, in 1922.
Mary, who had trained as a poultry farmer, took over the running of Waterend Farm (the
‘Coaley Poultry Farm”), while her father worked as an income tax collector.

We are fortunate enough to have an eye-witness account of their first meeting thanks to the
foresight of Frank’s youngest daughter Bridget who, in 1991, asked her godmother, Tess
Dressler, to write about her role as matchmaker for Frank and Mary. The following is an
excerpt from Tess’s letter.

While working for your mother in the 1920’s I used to spend my half days riding
over to Stonehouse to visit friends of mine at Horse Marling Farm, sometimes
going to a village hop or dance so would take a frock, stay the night and rode
back before 7.00 a.m. next morning. On one of these occasions, I left a frock
behind or thought it may have dropped off the bag behind the saddle. Being
anxious about this, I asked your mother if she would phone Frank Bradley up and
inquire if he could trace it, or someone had picked it up (Stonehouse in the 1920’s
was a village with the usual pub etc.) Your mother got through to your father and
enquired about it. On putting the phone down, she remarked to me, “What a
lovely speaking voice your friend has.” I replied, “Want to meet him? We’ll fix up
something.” Now at that time, your mother’s cousin, David Burnett, and I were
seeing quite a lot of each other, with both your grandfather and mother’s
approval (this is another story in itself). However, we planned that your mother
should bring David in her car and I'd get Kath and Percy to join us with your
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father. David and I kept our fingers crossed that they would get on. We all met at
the Palace of Dance in Gloucester. It worked - your mother drove Kath and Percy
back to Stonehouse and then returned to fetch David and myself. While David and
I were saying good-night, your mother and father were left a few minutes in the
car, about 50 yards up the road. Next time I saw David he said, “I think Mary and
Brad have hit it off, Mary had her hat off when I got back to the car.” I've never
forgotten those words.

Mary Frances Peter on the “Coaley Poultry Farm”, ¢.1927
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Frank was always a great lover of the outdoor life and enjoyed nothing more than a picnic in
the country or a day at the beach, as can be seen from this small selection of photos taken
during his courtship period.
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On 12" January 1928, Frank’s mother died and his father moved in with his son-in-law,
George Nicol the draper, the husband of Frank’s eldest sister, Mabel Jessie.
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That same year, for reasons no longer known, there was a significant Bradley family reunion.
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Bradley family reunion, c.1928

The following year, on 12" June 1929, Frank and Mary were married in the parish church of
Kingscote in Gloucestershire. The official witnesses were James Peter, Mary’s father, and
Marjorie Burnett, Mary’s cousin. Frank was 33 years old and Mary 31.
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1929

Frank and Mary,
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A postcard sent from Garstang in Lancashire on the 5™ September 1929, would seem to
indicate a late honeymoon, perhaps so as not to interfere with the summer sales at the shop.
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On 23" October 1930, the first of Frank and Mary’s two daughters, Gillian Mary Bradley,
was born, followed on the 3™ July 1934 by Bridget Elizabeth Bradley.
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It was during this period, in the first half of the 1930s, that Mullins took over the larger shop
on the opposite corner of Regent Street and Frank took over the original Mullins shop,
changing the name to Bradleys.
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This must have happened in the first half of the decade because the 1935 edition of Kelly’s
trade directory already shows Frank as an independent “outfitter”.

314 STONEHOUSE.

Goodwin G. P. N., M.A. (master of
Wycliffe college), Hilby, Pearcroft
road

Heord Rey. Arthur (minister of
Bethel chapel), 6 Regent street

Kimmins James Charles Clegg
M.B.E., J.P. Cotswold grange

Loosley S. G. H.,, M.A. (master),
Wryecliffe college

Mace Rev. David R., B.A.,, B.Sc.
(Methodist), Brightville house,
Great Western road

Mace Albert William, The Lawn

McFarlan William M., M.D. High st

Mackay Rev. Gordon E. (Congrega-
tional), The Laburnhams

MecLannahan James Gunn,The Mount,
Regent street

Piper J. G. Laburnham :

Pront Edward de OQarle N.D.Edin.
Elgin lodge, High street

Pryce Rhys Tllys (master of Wycliffe
college), Hopelends, Regent street

Read G. L., M.C., M.A. (master of
Wyecliffe college), Cable cottage,
Berry field

Rowell Eric John, South Berry field

8ibly Thomas Mervyn M.A., (bursar
of Wycliffe college), The Grove

Sibly W. Arthur M.A., J.P. (head
master of Wycliffe college), Spring-
field, Wycliffe college

Smart Ernest .., Moira, High streeb

Swmith Hedley C. Pendennis, St.
Cyril’s Toad

Thuyn P.(master of Wycliffe college),
Cambray lodge, Regent street

Timpson George Frederick M.A.
(master of  Wyeliffe college),
Maidenhill house

Triggs Mrs. Holmleigh, High street

Turl Mrs. Smallbrooks, Gloucester

road

Ward R. Vietor M.A, (master of
Wycliffe college), Hopelands,Regent
street

Winterbotham  Arthar
Stonehouse court

Strachan,

COMMERCIAL.
Early closing day, Thursday.
Alder Wm. butcher, High st. TN 101
Aldridge ILdlian (Mrs.), beer retir.
Bath rd

Beard Wm. & Son, bldrs. High st.
TN 165 .

Bird Doris (Mrs.), shoplkpr

Blackwell P. decrtr. TN 226

Blick Andrew Robert & Son, builders,
Queen’s rd. TN 254

Dotx Alice (Mrs.), shopkpr. 7 Avenue
er

Bradley Harry Frank, outfitter. T N

8

20

Bridge Gavage (Fredk. V. Smith).
TN 140

British Legion (Stonehouse branch)

Wentworth  Smith, see.),

Queen’s rd

Brown Rt A. baker, High st

Burnett Eugénie (Mrs.), dress maker

Burtou Stores (Joseph Burton & Son¢
Ltd proprs.), grocers, High st
TN 190

Caincross & Ebbey Co-operative So-
ciety Ltd. (No. © branch), grocers
& drapers, High street. TN 159

Carter Alfd, Hy. hairdrssr, High st

Chandler Wltr. & Sons, provsn. mers.
High st. T N 181

Chandler Sidney, farmer

Cousins Frederick, carpenter

Crown & Anchor Commercial Hotel
(In. W. Andrews). TN 183

Davenport C. B, Ltd. wines & spirits,
High st. TN 171

Davis Lily (Mrs.), confeinr. High st

Davis Wm. G. printer, High st

Eastmans Ltd. butchers, High st.
TN 121

Ford Annie (Mrs,), haulier, Regent st

French Ella (Miss), ladies’ school,
Regent st

GLOUCESTERSHIRE.

BGardiner & Son, motor engnrs. High
st. T N 162

Gardner Charles H. boot repairer,
Gloucester road

Goddard Hy.C.shopkpr.Gloucester rd

Goodman Sidney J. draper, Regent st

Hale Wm. farmer, Bridgend

Hamblett Chas. L. butcher, High st

Harrison & James, bakers, High st

Hill Jas. Wm. fruitr. Bath rd

Hillier’s Bacon Curing Co. Ltd.
provsn. dirs. High st

Hooper Chas. & Sons Ltd. woollen
cloth mfrs.Eastingbon mill, TN 252

Horsham'’s, china dlrs. High st

Hubbard Bros. nurserymen,Bridgend
& Bath rd, T N 232 5

Jones Emelig (Mrs.), district mid-
wife, Nurse’s cott. Bath rd

Johnson E. registrar of births &
deaths for Stonehouse sub-district
(attends wed. 6 to 7 p.m

Kirby J.Gilbv.denbist {attends 1 p.m.
thurs.), High st

Lloyds Bank Ltd. (open mon. wed.
& fri. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.) (Lionel
Cape, mngr.); head office, 7x
Lomabard st. London E C 3

Love Albt. Wm. Ship inn, The Wharf

McFarlan Wm. M., M.D., Ch.B.Edin.
physen. & surgn, High st. T N 144

McLannahan James Gunn L.R.C.P. &

L.M.Irel. surgeon, & medical

officer & public vaccinator No. 2
district, Strond Guvardians Com-
mittee & medical officer & public
vaccinator Haresfield district, Glou-
cester Guardians Committee, The
Mount, Regent street. T N 145

Mavo Annie (Mrs.), shopkpr. High st

Mills Mary (Mrs.), fried fish dlr.
High st

Moody F. W. Ltd. fishmngrs.Bath rd

Moore Gladys Winifred (Mrs.), con-
fectioner, tobacconist & Ilending
library, High street

Mullins Store, draper, High st. TN
8

182
National Provincial Bank Ltd.
(agency) (W. L. Oakes, mngr.)
(open fri. 1r.30 s.m. {0 3 p.m.);
}éeéd office, 15 Bishopsgate, London

Neville W, (Mrs.}:,[ confetnr

Newth Private Hotel (Mrs, 8. I.
Newth, proprietress), Great West-
ern rd. TN 1gx

Wicholls David, hairdrssr

Norris J. Lapage & Sons, solotrs. 2
Great Western rd. (attend wed. 3
to 6 p.m)

O’Neill Ellen (Miss),confctnr.Queen’s
rd

Palmer Samuel, boot malker, High st
Parker Bramwell, tailor, TN 210
Payne Geo. boot repr. Queen’s rd
Perkins Gilbt. grocer, Bath rd
Perkins Hy. motor garage
Phillimore Howard Vincent, fish-
mngr. & fruitr. High st
Pickering E.A. (Mrs.), florist,High st
Piggott Lisle Wm. tailor, Queen’s rd
Pile William E. saddler
Pitt Leslie Albt. hairdrssr. Bath rd
Poole Arth. hardware dlr, Regent st
Preedy Albert, chimnoy sweeper
Preedy Edwd. OC. watch
Regent st
Price Charles John, beer retailer
Prout Tdward de Carle M.D., C.M.
Edin, physician & surgeon, & medi-
cal officer to Post office & to
Wheatenhurst Institution, Elgin
lodge, High street. TN 147
Regal Cinema (The) (Arth. Stratford)
gognrs Charles, wateh maker
evern Valley Dniry Products Co.
High streety .
Sireth Alfd. blacksmith
Sm:lth E. M. upholsterer, St. Oyril’s

T
Stephens J. E. & H. smiths

Tepr.

Stephens Walter, shopkpr. Regent st

[kBLLY'S

Stonehouse Brick & Tile Co.Ltd,
(Arthur W. Anderson, manager),
manufacturers of rustic, sandfaced
& other kinds of building briclks ;
also Dbricketts for fireplaces &e,
TPelegrams, * Bricks, Stonehouse,
Gloucestershire;”’ ‘Telephone No.
258

Stonehouse Electric Co. (D. Addy &
W. G. Addington proprs.), electrel.
engnrs. Bath rd

Stonehouse Paper & Bug Mills Ltd.
paper mfrs. Lower mills. 5
“Lower Mills;” T N 173

Stroud Mutual Benefit Building
Society (Jn. Hy. Anderson, local
agt.), St. Cyril’s rd

Subscription Rooms (Percy Horshom,
hon. sec)

Tanner Danl. Edwd. rate collector
for Stonehouse, clerk to the Parish
Council & income tax collector for
Rodborough & Tetbury, Regent sb

Taylor Eliza (Mrs.), Woolpack P.H

Tilley J. & Son,hauliers, 2 Regent st

Timbrell Emila (Miss), bookseller,
stationer, newsagent & circulating
library, High street. TN 195

Townsend Philip, plumber

Vowles W. H. & Sons Ltd. brush
mkrs. TN 130

Wager Fras, Hy.clerk to the Standish
Parish Council, Hope cott )

Wall L. M, (Miss), shopkpr. High st

Ward E. T. & Son Ltd. coul & coke
merchants, Canal wharf

White Rt. Fredk. beer retlr. High st

Wilcox Cecil Elsom M.P.S. chemist,
High st, TN 184

Wood & Rowe, coal merchants, Rail-
way stations

Wycliffe College (W, A. Sibly M.A.,
J.P. head master & house master).
TN 223

HAYWARDSFIELD.

PRIVATE RESIDENTS.

(For T N’s see general list of Private
Residents at end of book.)
Addenbrooke Mrs. Merton lodge
Bevan B, J., M.A.(master of Wycliffe
college)

Butt Frederick, Springfield
Hack Henry Stanley, Springbank
Jefferies Miss
Luker Mrs. The Tynings
Stanton Miss, Oakfields
Thomas William Alfred, Rose lawn

COMAERCIAL,

Jefferies Samuel & Sons Ltd. brick
& tile makers. T N 133

OLDEND.

COMMERCIAL,
Baker Fredk. Jn. beer retlr
Price Brothers, farmers

RYERORD.
PRIVATE RESIDENT.
(For TN see general list of Private
Residents at end of book.)
Alcock R. (master), Ryeford hall
Bird X. C., M.A, (headmaster of
Ryeford hall), Ryeford lodge
E»;jmis R. B., M.A. (master), Ryeford

al
Kimmins D.A., B.A. (master), Rye-
ford hall
Wright Miss M., M.A. (mistress),
Ryeford hall

COMMERCIAYL,

Brunsdon Arth. beer retlr, TN
Stonehouse 260
Price Jn. & Son, nurserymen. TN

Stonehouse 160

Ryeford Junior School (XK. C. Bird
M.A. Lincoln College, Oxford,
mastor), Ryeford hall

Ryeford Saw Mills Co. english timber
merchants, & steam saw mills.

T N Stonehouse 164
Wood & Rowe, coal mers. Bailway stn
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1939-1945

When the Second World War broke out, and the British prime minister, Neville Chamberlain,
delivered his Ultimatum Speech on 3rd September 1939, Frank was too old for active service
and made his contribution to the war effort by joining the Royal Observer Corps, K.I. Group
24, who manned an observation point at Wycliffe College, Stonehouse.

THE OBSERVER CORPS CLUB
FAIR OAKS AERODROME, CHOBHAM, SURREY.

President General
AR COMMODORE A. D. WARRINGTON-MORRIS, C.M.G., OBE.

Vice-Presidents
AIR COMMODORE E. A. D. MASTERMAN C.5.. C.M.G., C.B.E.. A.F.C. AIR COMMODORE, A. L GODMAN, C.M.G.. = 030
GROUP CAPTAIN 1. T. COURTNEY, C..E. AR COMMODORE, K. PEFL ROSS. D3,

GROUP CAPTAIN V. O, REES, 0.B.E. COLONEL V. O. ROBINSON, 0.5.£

ooooo Organising Secretory Joint Honarary General Sucretarics .
R.O. DOWDESWELL casmrer
, |ANE$ LOWINGS, ALA.C 3
D. M. EDWARDES. Pty
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President. General

/ ///, 4//

President No. 46 Branch

L
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At TR

The men who watched the skies.'l‘hill:thelloyﬂm’mvu Corps, K.I. Group 24, who ma d an ob i
point at Wycliffe College, Stoneh 's mostly came from Stroud and Stonehouse. The picture
comes from Mr Thomas Round-Smith, ot 'l‘etlmry. wlam father is third from the right in the middle row.
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On Tuesday May 8" 1945, in the early hours of the morning on the day of Germany’s
surrender, Frank wrote a long letter to his elder daughter, Gillian, from the observation point

on the roof of Wycliffe College.

%%W%ﬂ//

// et
scen O, Q9 Are. /{z-wl-y

/.//?A. et - ,5. <SP S

%Mﬂ/:’
el Ol /&/éw/h /54*54_.@/(:4;(

/%/46—&6 MZ:% o o A‘&zﬁ /e‘{aféeac:/&h?

%My;;&m PP Z/
i A e i L
4/420-00(/@7'-/ /%{ - ST MR
%%Amﬂmuy %m“

%ﬁ%rw%%@
At Hpls L O zi@”“’“
/M /o/r/é,a,% ZZ,.,,,,,&,
oo :
o E AL R
SPnx r/Z/MmM ale ).
TS s @7
2t
abZ ek - //M/iadi %é/

55



/”
ttoo ZooAC, alot ol ¥
Phoridot Lere a vcee Lrlloolin.
%, Wk\,} V/%W 7«4.«“
" Al Ao o pmot eyl Lf e
At /{/é'- L a , C'J/N
Cuce ~REL %ﬁ\&qa‘/é
W o Sl 4 dT 2l %.w
Lels,

AR S pLE o 0 oo s
/4754’%‘ e J ‘Lf“:"“— MG—‘(%Q%&(
b A S Y S Y 2

MredCs Lot %47,/4,4—,4—&“ =i

56



s L s
oty e o T Lt ey

Hle it e Helriacson Rofan Pl
Z i/g»‘/,o&e N 2 LA {‘ ! 7
W (! A an r%i/&/’t Ao L
Lt "ZZ.«. eSS a% b

57



O e
4%@4’6 Aot G reeecves W

b A 4&;4

”% L Socee 72K
z y o
%wg%x«%&%e@

S 2 St s o
7N e e Coiirnol ol Ma&
e Herocle m/ % M 46
% A M%
e i %{z&m
Z%?"'O‘?V/bém%
ol Mdo «/Zé@mf’é’
/WZ;/KMM Y'M#VM
“@M a(/td_\-g_xw

W R rcrecrec et
”“7 T M//prm

mwé %ém//v\ % o
o Pt OliecedS 7‘{

/ OJ"( z ‘L’

58



4
/Mud e tortrC ot vl A e

g Al i% 7 W,e Zz
S Crilsl. Lo o o Foeus coe il
,/?4,«,/9{/,6’{5:;5 ot fest 2l K nloccer, ZZ,
Pk = MM.%M/M Zpee
%@V»a 4 :

N

N
e e m/z o

SOk Ao i T

e T O

Lolloci 4;.77/“/6{ e
S i Lo T
%/W« . %1 7{{/40%:

59



1946-1956

With the war over, life returned to its normal routine again, and picnics in the country, the
arrival of grandnieces and grandnephews, and walks in the park became the order of the day.

Frank & Mary with their daughters, Gill and Bridget, and a new grandniece/grandnephew, c.1946
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Frank, Mary and daughter Bridget, c¢.1951

It was during this period that Frank bought a second gentlemen’s outfitter shop in the nearby
town of Nailsworth and also took on a number of community commitments in his hometown
of Stroud.

From 1946 to 1955 he held the post of Vicar’s warden at Holy Trinity Church, Stroud.

He was vice-president of the Holy Trinity Chrysanthemum Society and was also a power
behind the formation of the Trinity Players.
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As a member of the Holy Trinity Parochial Church Council, he was to the forefront in the

campaign for the church memorial gates to commemorate those who fell in the Second World
War.

He was president of the Stroud Chamber of Trade in 1953-54, and president of the Stroud
Rotary Club in 1954-55.

Frank and Mary at the Rotary Club President’s Ball, 1954
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Frank was also a very keen bowler and was a member of the Falcon Club and the Cotswold
Strollers.

- o
.-o;_.

Towards the end of 1955, Frank’s health took a turn for the worse as he started to suffer from
giddy turns at the shop and was feeling unusually tired. At the beginning of February, his
doctor ordered him to stay at home and have a complete rest, and on Sunday 5" February, the
family sent a telegram to his younger daughter Bridget who was on holiday in France at the
time, telling her to come home immediately as Frank had suffered a severe stoke and was
seriously ill. By the end of that week, Frank was virtually paralysed in bed. Notwithstanding
the constant nursing and an apparent partial recovery during the month of February, Frank fell
unconscious on Wednesday 22™ February and finally passed away peacefully on Saturday
25™ February, just before midnight.

radleys

Stonehouse
Glos.
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WWI MEDALS, SCHOOL POETRY MEDAL (1909), ROTARY CLUB BADGES
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH STROUD.

IN  MEMORIAM

HARRY FRANK BRADLEY

PASSED AWAY
FEBRUARY 25th 1956.

Memorial Service Wednesday February 29th 1956
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