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Introduction 

Over the years, without any specific intention on my part, I have 
become the repository for many of the photos, documents, 
letters, postcards and keepsakes on my mother’s side of the 
family. 

It was while sifting through all these memorabilia that I had the 
idea of putting together this document on the life and times of 
my grandfather, Harry Frank Bradley, who sadly died just a few 
months before my parents were married. 

There is nothing particularly extraordinary about the life of 
Frank, but he did have the misfortune to live through two world 
wars - the first as a young soldier and prisoner of war, the 
second as an active member of the Royal Observer Corps. 

A gentleman’s outfitter by profession, Frank ran two shops in 
the county of Gloucestershire, one in Stonehouse and the other 
in Nailsworth, and was always well-dressed, even on picnics 
and days by the sea. 

Very much a family man, Frank married Mary Frances Peter in 
1929 and settled down in Grosvenor House, a large semi-
detached house in Stroud, only a few miles from the shop in 
Stonehouse. He and Mary had two daughters in the early 1930s, 
Gillian Mary and Bridget Elizabeth, my mother. 

I like to think that in his own unpretentious way, through his 
postcards, his letters and his prisoner-of-war diary, he has a 
story to tell for those who may be interested. 

Tony Lawson 
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1896-1913 

Harry Frank Bradley was born on Saturday 8th February 1896 at n.359 The Crescent, 
Edmonton, Middlesex, just north of Tottenham in London, England. 

 

Frank’s father, George Bradley [1854-1931], was a well-established Tottenham grocer with 
three employees working for him at the time of Frank’s birth. His mother, Sarah Elizabeth 
Smith, was born and raised on Eastcott Farm, the daughter and fifth child (nine altogether) of 
a very successful farmer in Swindon, Wiltshire. George and Sarah were married in 
Highworth, Wiltshire in the first quarter of 1880. 

 

Frank’s birth certificate, 1896 
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Frank’s grandparents c.1880: William George Bradley (1826-1886) and Ann Whiteman (1827-1901) 

 

Frank’s parents c.1920: George Bradley (1854-1931) and Sarah Elizabeth Smith (1856-1928) 
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Frank was the youngest of 10 children, two of whom died very young. 

 
  

George	Bradley

1854-1931

Mabel	Jessie	Bradley

1881-1968

Edward	George	
Bradley

1883-1949

Charles	Seabright	
Bradley

1884-1969

Annie	Jane	Bradley

➕

1886-1888

Elsie	Ruth	Bradley

1887-1968

Harriet	Doreen	
Bradley

1889-1964

Arthur	Downes	
Bradley

1890-

William	Bradley

1892-1975

Maud	Bradley	

➕

1894-1894

Harry	Frank	Bradley

1896-1956

Sarah	Elizabeth	
Smith

1856-1928
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At some point during Frank’s childhood, the family moved from London to Clevedon House, 
Wroughton, in Wiltshire (presumably encouraged by Sarah’s family) to take up farming. It 
was here that Frank was baptised on Thursday 12th May 1910 at the age of 14. 
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The Bradley Boys - c.1910 

Edward George – George (father) – Charles 
Arthur Downes – William 

Harry Frank 
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The portrait postcard below, presumably delivered by hand, shows that as early as 1913 Frank 
had already made connections in Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, though how this connection 
occurred remains unknown. 

 

 
Christmas postcard, 1913 

  



 

7  

1914-1918 

When the First World War broke out, and England declared war on Germany on 4th August 
1914, Frank had turned 18 in February that year and was old enough to enlist. He joined the 
25th Battalion of the Northumberland Fusiliers (2nd Tyneside Irish) which was raised in 
Newcastle on 9th November 1914. In June 1915, the Battalion joined the 103rd Brigade, 34th 
Division at Ripon and after further training they moved to Salisbury Plain in late August for 
final training. They proceeded to France in January 1916 where the 34th Division 
concentrated at La Crosse, east of St. Omer. 
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It is not known exactly when Frank enlisted with the Northumberland Fusiliers, whether at the 
moment of its formation or sometime later. From a letter that he wrote during the war, it is 
clear that the last Christmas he spent with his family before leaving for the war was in 1914. 
The first tangible evidence of him actually in service in France are two postcards from 
Abbeville, one dated 25th April 1917 and the other dated 29th June 1917. These would have 
been sent during the stand-off period after the heavy losses suffered during the Battle of the 
Somme in 1916. 
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On 21st March 1918, the Germans launched their spring offensive, also known as the 
“Kaiserschlacht” (Kaiser’s Battle). This was a series of devastating attacks along the Western 
Front and Germany’s last great gamble to win the war before the arrival of American troops 
could impact the final outcome. In just five hours, the Germans fired one million artillery 
shells at the British lines held by the Fifth Army – over 3000 shells fired every minute. The 
artillery bombardment was followed by lightning attacks carried out by Germany’s elite 
stormtroopers. After a long period of static warfare, the British were unprepared for such a 
massive onslaught and by the end of the first day, 21,000 British soldiers had been taken 
prisoner and the Germans had made great advances through the lines of the Fifth Army.  

It was on the following day, 22nd March 1918, that Frank himself was taken prisoner at 
Croisilles on the Western Front. For the following three months, throughout the first part of 
the spring offensive, Frank was forced to work for the Germans behind their lines in Ervillers, 
Écoust-Saint-Mein, and Quéant.  

Finally, on 5th July, he was marched away from the front to Cambrai, a first step towards the 
Parchim POW camp in Germany. 

FRANK’S MOVEMENTS AS A POW DURING WWI 

 

No news about Frank reached home until 8th May when a letter from the Infantry Record 
Office, written on 22nd April, finally arrived, saying that Frank had been posted as ‘missing’ 
on 21/23 March 1918 with the B.E.F. in France. 
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The news must have been devastating for the family, 
but did not leave them without hope that Frank could still be alive. 
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On 21st June 1918, Frank’s father wrote to the Central Prisoners of War Committee asking 
them if they had any further information regarding his son. He received a reply, written on 
28th June, stating that Frank had officially been recorded as a prisoner of war on 25th June 
1918. It is more than likely that this was the first reassurance for the family that Frank was 
still alive and it must have come as a great relief. 
  



 

14  
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On 15th July, a postcard written by Frank on 17th April 1918, stating that he had been captured 
by the Germans and was a prisoner of war, finally reached its destination three months later. 
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Another letter, this time written by the British Army, dated 2nd August 1918 confirmed once 
again that Frank was a prisoner of war in German occupied territory. 

 

At about this time, it is quite probable that a letter written by Frank on 10th June 1918 would 
have reached its destination. In this case, however, there is no postmarked envelope to give a 
more precise date. 
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On 12th July 1918, Frank was sent to work in the forest in Locquignol where, judging from his 
diary entries, conditions were terrible and men were dropping dead on parade. On 15th July, 
Frank and his ‘pal’ were admitted to hospital in Le Quesnoy where his ‘pal’, Handrick, died 
four days later. 

On 5th August Frank left the hospital in Le Quesnoy and on 7th August was admitted to 
hospital in Trier where he stayed for just over a month. From the hospital in Trier he sent two 
postcards home.  
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The first postcard was written on the 18th August and arrived on 15th October. 
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The second postcard was written on 26th August and arrived on 29th October. 
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On Sunday 1st September, while convalescing in Deauville on the north coast of France, far 
from the front, one of Frank’s elder brothers, Arthur Downes, known to the family as ‘Peter’, 
wrote a letter to his mother to say that he had found out that Frank was in the Parchim POW 
camp. In actual fact, Frank did not reach Parchim until 29th September as is clear from his 
diary. Peter’s letter probably did not arrive home until late October.   
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While he was in hospital in Trier and presumably when he was feeling a little better, perhaps 
some time in early September, Frank had his photograph taken and made into a portrait 
postcard, a common practice for prisoners of war.  
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On 11th September 1918, Frank left the hospital in Trier and the following day he arrived in 
Königsbrück. He remained there until the 28th September and on the 25th September, he wrote 
a long letter to his mother. It arrived on 3rd November. 
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28  

 

On 29th September, Frank finally reached the Parchim POW camp, where he remained until 
16th October when he was sent on to the Chemnitz lager. From the 23rd October to 10th 
December, he was stationed in Wolkenstein, where his standard of living rose considerably. It 
was from here that he wrote another lengthy letter to his mother on 30th November, written on 
‘Chemnitz’ paper shortly after the signing of the armistice on 11th November 1918. 
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On 11th December, Frank returned briefly to the Chemnitz POW camp before leaving for 
Szczecin, in Poland on 16th December. It was from Szczecin that the first POWS finally left 
for Copenhagen on 18th December 1918 with Frank joining them on 21st December.  

Frank’s last postcard home was sent from Copenhagen on 26th December and reached its 
destination on 3rd January 1918. 

 

 

Frank left Denmark on HM troopship Plassy on 27th December and arrived in Leith, in 
Scotland, on 30th December. 
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On 4th October, while in the Parchim POW camp, Frank wrote a diary of all the events from 
the moment of his capture by the Germans onwards. He kept this diary up to date until his 
return to Leith in Scotland on 30th December 1918. 
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FRANK’S WWI REMNANTS: BANKNOTES, POW CURRENCY, BREAD VOUCHER 

    
100,000 German Marks 

    
1 German Mark 

    
5 Pfennig from the Chemnitz POW camp 

    
10 Pfennig from the Chemnitz POW camp 
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50 Pfennig from the Chemnitz POW camp 

    
25 Pfennig from the Marienberg POW camp 

    
5 & 10 Pfennig from the Königsbrück POW camp 

 
Taastrup (Denmark) – ryebread voucher 
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1919-1938 

Little is known regarding Frank’s precise movements after his return from the war in 1919. 
What we do know from the 1911 pre-war national census, is that Frank’s brother-in-law, 
George Nicol, 19 years his senior and living under the same roof at that time, was an 
established draper and may well have played a part in directing Frank towards the clothing 
profession in the post-war years. 

 

It is equally plausible that Frank’s pre-war connection with Mr. C. Price in Stonehouse could 
have led him to take up an apprenticeship with Mullins, an established draper with a shop on 
the eastern corner of Regent Street and the High Street (Bath Road) in Stonehouse. The 
original draper, Vincent Wood Mullins, died in 1921, but the shop continued to be run by his 
wife and son, also named Vincent. 

 
V.W.Mullins shop, 1920s 
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This possibility would appear to be corroborated by the 1926 electoral register for the parish 
of Stonehouse which shows Frank as being “c/o Mrs. Mullins, High Street”. It is quite likely, 
therefore, that Frank was lodging with the Mullins family while serving as an apprentice in 
their shop.  

 
1926 electoral register for the parish of Stonehouse 
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A couple of interesting items that remain from this period are Frank’s sketch of Gloucester 
Cathedral, drawn in 1924, and a ‘hearty congratulations’ card, presumably drawn in the same 
period: indications of his potential artistic talents at that time. 

 
Harry Frank Bradley’s sketch of Gloucester Cathedral, 1924. 
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Frank’s “Hearty Congratulations” card, c.1924 

It was some time in the latter half of the 1920s that Frank met his future wife, Mary Frances 
Peter. Mary and her father, James Peter, had recently moved west from Hertfordshire to 
Coaley in Gloucestershire, after the death of James’s wife, Elizabeth Williamson, in 1922. 
Mary, who had trained as a poultry farmer, took over the running of Waterend Farm (the 
‘Coaley Poultry Farm’), while her father worked as an income tax collector. 

We are fortunate enough to have an eye-witness account of their first meeting thanks to the 
foresight of Frank’s youngest daughter Bridget who, in 1991, asked her godmother, Tess 
Dressler, to write about her role as matchmaker for Frank and Mary. The following is an 
excerpt from Tess’s letter. 

While working for your mother in the 1920’s I used to spend my half days riding 

over to Stonehouse to visit friends of mine at Horse Marling Farm, sometimes 

going to a village hop or dance so would take a frock, stay the night and rode 

back before 7.00 a.m. next morning. On one of these occasions, I left a frock 

behind or thought it may have dropped off the bag behind the saddle. Being 

anxious about this, I asked your mother if she would phone Frank Bradley up and 

inquire if he could trace it, or someone had picked it up (Stonehouse in the 1920’s 

was a village with the usual pub etc.) Your mother got through to your father and 

enquired about it. On putting the phone down, she remarked to me, “What a 

lovely speaking voice your friend has.” I replied, “Want to meet him? We’ll fix up 

something.” Now at that time, your mother’s cousin, David Burnett, and I were 

seeing quite a lot of each other, with both your grandfather and mother’s 

approval (this is another story in itself). However, we planned that your mother 

should bring David in her car and I’d get Kath and Percy to join us with your 
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father. David and I kept our fingers crossed that they would get on. We all met at 

the Palace of Dance in Gloucester. It worked - your mother drove Kath and Percy 

back to Stonehouse and then returned to fetch David and myself. While David and 

I were saying good-night, your mother and father were left a few minutes in the 

car, about 50 yards up the road. Next time I saw David he said, “I think Mary and 

Brad have hit it off, Mary had her hat off when I got back to the car.” I’ve never 

forgotten those words. 

 

 

Mary Frances Peter on the “Coaley Poultry Farm”, c.1927 
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Frank was always a great lover of the outdoor life and enjoyed nothing more than a picnic in 
the country or a day at the beach, as can be seen from this small selection of photos taken 
during his courtship period. 
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On 12th January 1928, Frank’s mother died and his father moved in with his son-in-law, 
George Nicol the draper, the husband of Frank’s eldest sister, Mabel Jessie. 
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That same year, for reasons no longer known, there was a significant Bradley family reunion. 

 
Bradley family reunion, c.1928 

The following year, on 12th June 1929, Frank and Mary were married in the parish church of 
Kingscote in Gloucestershire. The official witnesses were James Peter, Mary’s father, and 
Marjorie Burnett, Mary’s cousin. Frank was 33 years old and Mary 31. 

 
Frank and Mary’s marriage certificate, 12 June 1929 

  



 

49  

 

 
Frank and Mary, 1929 
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A postcard sent from Garstang in Lancashire on the 5th September 1929, would seem to 
indicate a late honeymoon, perhaps so as not to interfere with the summer sales at the shop. 
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On 23rd October 1930, the first of Frank and Mary’s two daughters, Gillian Mary Bradley, 
was born, followed on the 3rd July 1934 by Bridget Elizabeth Bradley. 
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It was during this period, in the first half of the 1930s, that Mullins took over the larger shop 
on the opposite corner of Regent Street and Frank took over the original Mullins shop, 
changing the name to Bradleys. 
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This must have happened in the first half of the decade because the 1935 edition of Kelly’s 
trade directory already shows Frank as an independent “outfitter”. 
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1939-1945 

When the Second World War broke out, and the British prime minister, Neville Chamberlain, 
delivered his Ultimatum Speech on 3rd September 1939, Frank was too old for active service 
and made his contribution to the war effort by joining the Royal Observer Corps, K.I. Group 
24, who manned an observation point at Wycliffe College, Stonehouse. 

 

 
  



 

55  

On Tuesday May 8th 1945, in the early hours of the morning on the day of Germany’s 
surrender, Frank wrote a long letter to his elder daughter, Gillian, from the observation point 
on the roof of Wycliffe College. 
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1946-1956 

With the war over, life returned to its normal routine again, and picnics in the country, the 
arrival of grandnieces and grandnephews, and walks in the park became the order of the day. 

 
Family picnic, c.1946 

 
Frank & Mary with their daughters, Gill and Bridget, and a new grandniece/grandnephew, c.1946 
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Frank, Mary and daughter Bridget, c.1951 

It was during this period that Frank bought a second gentlemen’s outfitter shop in the nearby 
town of Nailsworth and also took on a number of community commitments in his hometown 
of Stroud. 

From 1946 to 1955 he held the post of Vicar’s warden at Holy Trinity Church, Stroud. 

He was vice-president of the Holy Trinity Chrysanthemum Society and was also a power 
behind the formation of the Trinity Players. 
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As a member of the Holy Trinity Parochial Church Council, he was to the forefront in the 
campaign for the church memorial gates to commemorate those who fell in the Second World 
War. 

He was president of the Stroud Chamber of Trade in 1953-54, and president of the Stroud 
Rotary Club in 1954-55. 

 
Frank and Mary at the Rotary Club President’s Ball, 1954 
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Frank was also a very keen bowler and was a member of the Falcon Club and the Cotswold 
Strollers. 

 
c.1954 

Towards the end of 1955, Frank’s health took a turn for the worse as he started to suffer from 
giddy turns at the shop and was feeling unusually tired. At the beginning of February, his 
doctor ordered him to stay at home and have a complete rest, and on Sunday 5th February, the 
family sent a telegram to his younger daughter Bridget who was on holiday in France at the 
time, telling her to come home immediately as Frank had suffered a severe stoke and was 
seriously ill. By the end of that week, Frank was virtually paralysed in bed. Notwithstanding 
the constant nursing and an apparent partial recovery during the month of February, Frank fell 
unconscious on Wednesday 22nd February and finally passed away peacefully on Saturday 
25th February, just before midnight. 
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WWI MEDALS, SCHOOL POETRY MEDAL (1909), ROTARY CLUB BADGES 
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