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Why not become a member of our group? 

We aim to promote interest in the local history of Stonehouse. 

We research and store information about all aspects of the townôs history  

and have a large collection of photographs old and new.  

We make this available to the public via our website and through our regular meetings. 

We provide a programme of talks and events on a wide range of historical topics.  

We hold meetings on the second Wednesday of each month,  

usually in the Town Hall at 7:30pm.  

 

Ã1 members; Ã2 visitors; annual membership Ã5 

http://www.stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk
mailto:info@stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk
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www.stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk 

Stonehouse History Groupôs website is packed with over 100 pages of local history containing 
photographs, maps, memories, videos and information about the Town from its early days.   

If you have any information about local history that you would like us to add to the web pages, or 
have any questions about Stonehouse history, please email to the Web Manager, Darrell Webb, 
at  

info@stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk 

If you donôt have access to email, please leave a note for us at the Town Hall marked 
ñStonehouse History Groupò (and leaving a contact phone number or address). 
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Stonehouse History Group Journal 

Welcome to Issue 4  

As it is the centenary of the start of the First World War this year, our thoughts turned to the      
effects of that War on Stonehouse.  This is the theme for the Gloucestershire Local History               
Associationôs Annual Local History Day on October 11th, and we shall be preparing a display for 
that event.  We read about local men who fought and decided to investigate the lives and         
experiences of a few of them.  We have been fortunate in being able to contact some of their    
relatives who have given us photographs and memories of their ancestors.  These are              
incorporated into several articles in this Issue. 

In addition to articles about the War, we have included local peopleôs memories of how 
Stonehouse has changed.  We would be delighted to hear from anyone who would like to        
contribute an article on any aspect of the history of Stonehouse.  Guidelines for writing articles for 
the Journal can be found on our website: http://www.stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk/.   

We also try to include more in-depth research and are pleased to reproduce an article by Stephen 
Mills on the Willow Plantation which first appeared in the Journal of the Gloucestershire Society 
for Industrial Archaeology for 2009.  We have been able to update the original article by adding 
additional photos and information. 

Our research is continuing and we have received new information as a result of people reading 
previous Journals.  If you can give us more information on any of the topics covered in this or  
previous issues, please contact us via our Website, phone Vicki Walker on (01453) 826 334, or 
come along to one of our meetings in the Town Hall on the second Wednesday of every month 
(except August) at 7:30pm. 

 

The Editorial Team 

May 2014    

Cards sent home to his Mother in 1917 by    

Lance Corporal Reginald Baker of The Spa Inn, 

Oldends Lane. 

http://www.stonehousehistorygroup.org.uk/
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Effects of the First World War on the Stonehouse community 
by Shirley Dicker and Jim Dickson 

Early days of the War  
Stroud News reported that, following the Declaration of War on the night of August Bank Holiday 
1914, the local banks were closed for 3 days due to fears that clients would withdraw their funds 
on a large scale.  David Lloyd George, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, ñreacted with vigour and 
confidence in dealing with the immediate monetary crisisò and restored confidence in the city.  
Within a week the financial emergency was over.  Stroud News also reported ñpanic buyingò of 
provisions with the result that many local stores were soon short of the more essential provisions. 

 
On 13 November, Stroud News reported that Squadron Sergeant Major 
Charles Henry Gardiner, 11th Hussars, of Stonehouse (photo at left) had 
been awarded the French Medaille Militaire for gallantry (during operations 
between 21 and 30 August) and that he had been wounded.  After the War, 
aged 44, he was recorded as a chronic rheumatic and unemployed. 
 
The first mention of the War in Stonehouse Parish   
Council  records came in the minutes of the Annual  
Meeting in March 1915. Those present stood in silence 
in memory of two dead soldiers, Private Baker and  
Rifleman Bullock (photo at right). A Book of            
Condolence was prepared for their families. 
 
Early in 1916 the street lights were turned off for fear 
of  attacks by Zeppelin airships and the Parish Council 
asked shopkeepers to turn off their outside lights. In 
March the Government introduced compulsory military 

service for all single men aged 19 to 41.  Two months later conscription was 
extended to include married men and the lower age limit reduced to 18.  In 
the last months of the War the upper age limit was extended to 51.  

Standish Hospital  
The King family had rented Standish House from 1884 to 1897.  Before the War, Mary King, the 
eldest daughter of the family, was involved in organising a Red Cross Nursing Association and 
the training of Red Cross nurses.  She realised that, in the event of a European war, there would 
be a need for hospitals to cope with those wounded.  During 1914 while it was empty, Mary      
approached its owner, Lord Sherborne.  He agreed to loan the House for use as a hospital, and to 
have it decorated, fitted with electric lights, additional baths and toilet facilities. 
 
Stroud News reported that local people were invited to look round the Hospital on Easter Monday 
1915 and more than 700 people visited that day.  They were asked for gifts to assist in the       
running of the hospital.  When the hospital opened on 13 May there were 100 beds and 8 fully-
trained staff plus local volunteers from the Red Cross in Stonehouse and surrounding areas.  
Many had been trained by Mary King who was the Commandant.   
 
All of the wounded soldiers came from the Beaufort War Hospital in Bristol. The staff had only two 
hoursô notice before the first wounded arrived.  There were 31 in the first batch, of which 14 were 
stretcher cases.  Although it was May, snow was falling and it was very cold, so the gardeners 
had to light the fires throughout the new hospital.  It was early-closing day for shops in 
Stonehouse but local people rallied round to collect food from their homes to feed the soldiers.  
Local people transported the wounded soldiers from the railway station. 
 
Shortly after the hospital opened, two wooden huts (known as ñThe Chaletsò) were built on the 
grounds. They housed a further 30 beds to accommodate more wounded. Those soldiers who 
were able to get out of bed were expected to wear their uniforms and to help other soldiers who 
could not dress or wash themselves (photo shows soldiers peeling potatoes). Those who were 
well enough were       allowed to go into Stonehouse during the day. Some even caught the train 
to Stroud but they had to be back by 6:30pm or they had no supper!  They made lots of friends in 



т 

the village and sometimes went to the cinema (believed to 
be the Star Cinema & Theatre at Lansdown in Stroud).      
 

   Work on the land and in the factories was    unaccepta-
ble for women from better off families, but they could help 
the national war effort by caring for wounded soldiers. 
Such women joined organisations like the Red Cross and 
the Voluntary Aid         Detachments (VADs). Standish 

Hospital had mainly voluntary, unmarried, 
female Red Cross and VAD staff plus 
eight          professional nursing sisters 
and several medical staff (only one was 
resident). There were more than 70 vol-
unteers, most of them part-time. The full-
time staff lived in the attic accommoda-
tion and in the lodge. Between shifts, 
most of the volunteers cycled or walked 
between home and the      Hospital.  A 
total of 2292 sick and wounded soldiers 
were treated at the Hospital by local Red 
Cross and VAD volunteers.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 
The nurses became very fond of the soldiers and often brought them extra cigarettes and sweets.  
In turn, the soldiers put on plays and even taught the nurses how to shoot a gun.  Stonehouse 
had been a quiet village before the War and local people must have found it strange to have a lot 
of soldiers coming down from Standish every day, in a variety of uniforms, while their own men 
were away fighting.  It must have brought home to the locals how dangerous it was to be a 
fighting soldier ï particularly since the Standish patients would have had first-hand experience. 
 
Mary King stayed in the former butlerôs room throughout the War and did not join her family at 
Newark Park until the hospital closed in early 1919.  During the War, some of the wounded     
convalesced at Newark Park to free up beds for those with more serious injuries. Mary was 
awarded the O.B.E. for her efforts during the War. 

    

First successful landing of an aeroplane in Stonehouse 
On 9 August 1916, an aeroplane landed in the field between Bridgend and the railway viaduct at 
Beardôs Mill.  Captain Eric Dixon of the Royal Flying Corps had been given permission to come to 
see his brother Hugh before he left for service in France.  Stroud News reported that Captain  
Dixon landed within a hundred yards of his home (Downton House, Stanley Downton) and that         
hundreds of people came to see the plane ï and awaited his departure at 6pm.  There was loud 
cheering, waving of handkerchiefs and hats when he took off.  Captain Dixon circled the area, 
waved to the crowd and soon disappeared from sight.  Two little girls, Marjorie and Doris Flint 
from Stanley Downton, took a collection on behalf of Standish Hospital.  Sadly, following a serious 
flying accident on 17 August 1917, Captain Dixon died of his injuries.  He was 27 years old and 
had been married for only 9 months. 

 
Food supplies 
In early 1915 the German Kaiser announced that the North Sea was a war zone and that all   
merchant ships, including vessels from neutral countries, were liable to be sunk without warning.  
The US Government protested strongly.  Three months later a German U-boat (submarine) sank 
the British liner Lusitania off the south coast of Ireland.  Among the 1201 who died were many 
women and children including 128 American citizens.  This was an important step towards   
Americaôs declaration of war on Germany in April 1917. 
 
By 1914 almost 60% of the food consumed in this country was imported.  By early 1917 the scale 
of the sinking of British and neutral ships by U-boats was posing a particular danger.  In April 
alone, more than a million tons of shipping was sunk and the Admiralty was at a loss to know 
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what to do about it.  Lloyd George, who had become Prime Minister, proposed the adoption of 
convoys (merchant ships sailing together and escorted by Royal Navy destroyers) ï which the 
admirals resisted strongly.  However, under pressure from Lloyd George, convoys were           
introduced in May.  They were an immediate success, reducing the loss of merchant ships from 
25% to 1%.  And, by the end of the year, U-boats were being sunk faster than the Germans could 
build them.  So the situation that had caused so much unease early in 1917 had been           
transformed by the end of the year.  Nevertheless, A.J.P. Taylor records that: ñAt one time, there 
was less than a monthôs supply of wheat in England.  The sinking of a single ship, laden with  
sugar, meant that jam-making had to be forbidden.ò  Rationing of meat, sugar and butter, though 
not of bread, was introduced in February 1918. 
 
The Germans suffered shortages of industrial raw materials and food due to the long-term Allied 
naval blockade. The British official history attributed almost 800,000 deaths in Germany to the       
blockade, a number comparable with the deaths of members of the British armed forces. 
 
Allotments in Stonehouse  
Additional allotments were provided in 1917 and the Parish Council applied to the County War 
Agricultural Committee for 30 hundredweight (1500 kg) of seed potatoes for distribution. 
 
Contribution of Wycliffe College 
In April 1917 the schoolôs magazine, Wycliffe Star, reported that nearly a hundred of the boys had 
gardens or potato plots which, the Star  noted, had become a ñnational crazeò.  The whole field on 
the north side of the Midland Railway Branch Line had been dug over (see adjacent photo).  In his 
speech at prize-giving the Headmaster commented: ñWhatever    Wycliffe is likely to lack in the 
coming twelve months, it certainly will not be potatoes!ò 

During the summers of 1916 to 1918, aid was 
provided to local farmers.  The usual hours 
worked by the boys were 11am until 7pm or 
2pm until 8pm.  Those starting at 11am took 
their own rations for lunch but farmers were ex-
pected to supply tea.  All proceeds went to war-
time charities.   

In the summer of 1918 the Star observed that 
ñby far the greatest harvest modern England 
ever knewò was ripening in the fields ï but the 
labourers were many thousands fewer than in 
previous years.  The Ministry of National Ser-
vice gathered volunteers of every sort and appealed for help from the schools throughout the 
country.  Wycliffe provided a party of 50 who were sent to      Chitterne on the Wiltshire Downs 
where there were 3000 acres of corn land.  When the party    arrived, the binding machines were 
just beginning their work and, for the next 24 days, the partyôs main role was to gather up and 
stook the sheaves.  The party worked a total of 6017 hours for which they were paid a total of 
Ã100 5s 8d (approximately Ã5900 in todayôs money).  This,        together with the regulation 
Treasury grant of about 18s a boy, enabled the party to meet all     expenses. The Government 
also provided third-class and cycle tickets.  When the party left they had ñseen the harvest homeò 
on four farms. 

War Memorials 
In her diary  entry for 17 November 1918, Beatrice Webb (who was born in Standish House) gave 
an indication of the widespread grief for personal loss: ñEvery day one meets saddened women, 
with haggard faces and lethargic movements, and one dare not ask after husband or son.ò 
 
The War ended in 1918 at ñthe 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th monthò - which we              
commemorate in Stonehouse each year at the War Memorial on the Town Green.  St Cyr's 
Church records state: "Memorial to Stonehouse men who fell in the Great War, unveiled by Miss 
Emily Davies and dedicated by the Rev. R. P. Waugh, Vicar, August 12, 1919."  
 
In a Parish Council meeting in June 1919, the Chairman, John Westacott, remarked that he 
thought a recreation ground would provide a suitable Peace Memorial. That was strongly support-
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ed by the other Councillors. Within six months 
Mr. J.C.C. Kimmins had acquired the land 
near Laburnum Walk and offered it to the Par-
ish as a recreation ground.  In July 1920, the 
Comrades of the Great War offered to contrib-
ute Ã40 for the recreation ground then, in Oc-
tober, Mr. A.S. Winterbotham of Stonehouse 
Court gave Ã100. 
 
Seventy seven former pupils of Wycliffe Col-
lege lost their lives in the War.  It was decided 
to add a clock tower and spire to Wycliffe 
Chapel as a memorial to these men.  The 
clock tower and spire were dedicated in July 
1921, having cost Ã2800 (approximately Ã110,000 in todayôs money). 
    
Stroud News recorded the names of 176 Stonehouse men who served in the Armed Forces, 8 
who gained distinctions such as the Military Medal, and 52 who were killed, died of their wounds, 
or were missing.  These figures do not represent all who served, as men who joined up after 
1915, and survived, are not included.  Stroud News reported occasional snippets of information 
on difficulties being experienced by companies while their employees were serving in the Armed 
Forces e.g. in October 1917, between 70 and 80 employees of Messrs. W.H. Vowles & Sons 
(based at Upper Mills) were serving in the Army or Navy. 

 

Sources of Information 
Anderson, J.H.A., The First Ninety Years; The Story of Stonehouse Parish Council, 1984. 
 
Atkinson, Gillian, A Photographic History of Standish House and its Occupants, 2004. 
 
Fetherston-Godley, Lady Kathleen, Lest We Forget: World War 1 1914 ï 1918 Book of             
Remembrance, presented to Royal British Legion Stonehouse Branch 1921. Original in    
Gloucestershire Archives, copy Stonehouse History Group. 
 
Loosley, S.G.H., Wycliffe College: The First Hundred Years , 1882 ï 1982, Gomer Press, 1982. 
 
Morgan, Kenneth O., Lloyd George, Purnell Book Services, 1974. 
 
Pettinger, Tejvan, History of Inflation in UK, http://www.economicshelp.org/blog/2647/economics/
history-of-inflation-in-uk/ Accessed 18 April 2014. 
 
Sibly, W.A. & Newth, J.D. (Editors), Wycliffe and the War, privately printed by John Bellows 1923. 
 
Strachan, Hew, The First World War, Pocket Books, 2006. 
 
Taylor, A.J.P., The First World War, Penguin Books, 1967. 
 
The Stroud District and its Part in the Great War 1914-1919, The Stroud News Publishing Co. Ltd. 

copies of Stroud News 1914 - 1918 are available on microfiche at Stroud Library. 

http://www.economicshelp.org/blog/2647/economics/history-of-inflation-in-uk/
http://www.economicshelp.org/blog/2647/economics/history-of-inflation-in-uk/
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How the First World War brought tragedy to Stonehouse.  
The Baker Family 

by Vicki Walker and Shirley Dicker 

War Memorials across the country are a reminder that the most devastating effect of war upon 
ordinary people was the loss of so many family members in tragic circumstances. Many families 
suffered the loss of more than one person and the Baker family was typical of those who watched 
three precious sons go off to war. 

Eli and Elizabeth Baker married in 
1886. In 1891 they were living at 
Downfield Terrace between Stroud 
and Cainscross. Eli was working as 
a hay trusser while Elizabeth cared 
for their two young sons Albert, 
aged 3, and Frederick aged 2. By 
1901 the family had moved to 
16 Avenue Terrace in Stonehouse. 
Albert was working as a stable boy 
and groom while Frederick was a 
telegram messenger. Alexander, 
Reginald and Victoria had been 
born and Cyril was born a few 
years later. 

In 1914 the family was running the 
Spa Inn in Oldends Lane. The men 
were occupied as hay trussers 
while the women and younger   
children helped run the pub. The 
family seemed healthy and happy 
living the country life.  Their eldest 
son, Albert had joined the army in 
1906 as part of the  Gloucestershire Regiment.  In  1911 he was serving in Malta. 

 

Albert Eli Baker 
Albert Eli Baker was born in 1887.  In 1901 he was a    
stable boy and groom.  As a member of the Army         
Reserve, he was one of the first to be mobilised for war in 
August 1914.  His Brigade landed at Le Havre in France 
on 13th August and engaged in various actions on the 
Western Front.  They were involved in The Battle of Mons 
and the subsequent retreat, The Battle of the Marne, The 
Battle of the Aisne and the First Battle of Ypres.   
 
On November 5th 1914 at the battle of Ypres, Albert 
Baker became one of the first Stonehouse soldiers to be 
killed.  

Albert Baker a soldier  
serving in Malta  
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His friend, Albert Townsend, of Minchinhampton wrote a moving letter to his mother which was 
reproduced in a local newspaper. The two Alberts had enjoyed a long friendship and Albert Baker 
was engaged to his friendôs sister Florence.  The men were the same age and had enlisted in the 
Gloucestershire Regiment together.  While in the Army they had both been awarded bronze     
medallions by the Royal Life Saving Society for saving lives in India and Malta. Since leaving    
military service they had both been training to be railway signalmen, Baker at Ashby de la Zouche 
and Townsend at Fishponds in Bristol.  The two had travelled in the same brigade to France.  

Private Baker was killed by a shell and Private Townsend wrote, ñIt was only my luck that I was 
not killed as well.  I miss him every minute of the day.  I wish it was me instead of him.  I did the 
best I could for him.  I buried him and it was the saddest thing I ever did.  I have lost one of my 
truest friends and I cannot replace him.ò  Sadly, Lance Corporal Albert Townsend was killed on 
23rd December 1914.  Neither soldier has a marked grave.  Albert Baker is recorded on the 
Menin Gate at Ypres and Albert Townsend on the Le Touret Memorial in France. 

The Stonehouse Parish Council minutes of March 29th 1915  noted - ñMr Jenner-Davies and 
Mr. Cole proposed a book of condolence with the relatives of Private Baker and Rifleman Bullock, 
two gallant young soldiers who had fallen in the war. The Chairman and Mr. C. Hill supported            
the resolution which was carried.  All present standing in silence.ò 

In his will Private Baker left Ã59 3s 11d to his father Eli Baker, beerhouse keeper. 

 

 

 

 

 

Alexander 
William Baker 
The Bakersô third son, Alexander was born in 1893.  In 
1911 he was living at the Spa Inn and working as a hay 
trusser for a hay merchant with his father and brothers.  In 
June 1914 he married Lottie Vick.  As a married man he 
may have been excused from joining up immediately.  
However he became a gunner in the Royal Garrison      
Artillery (RGA).  He was in 129th Heavy Battery and     
probably went to France in 1916. 
 

The role of the Heavy Battery  
Heavy Batteries RGA were equipped with heavy guns,   
sending large-calibre high-explosive shells in fairly flat       
trajectory fire.  As British artillery tactics developed, the 
Heavy Batteries were most often employed in destroying or 
neutralising the enemy artillery, as well as putting           
destructive fire down on strongpoints, dumps, store, roads 
and railways behind enemy lines.  They were shelled and 
gassed by the enemy. 

Albert sent this 

card home to his 

brother  Reginald 

in 1914 

Alexander Baker  
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Alexander survived until the Armistice but was unlucky enough to die from the effects of gas on 
12th November 1918.  His great niece, Helen Bell, was told that the family were so traumatised by 
the loss of two sons that their names were rarely mentioned and it seemed that they scarcely   
visited Alexanderôs widow Lottie.  She never remarried and died in 1966. 

Reginald Walter Baker 
Reginald was born on 15th August 1896.  By 1901 the family had moved to Avenue Terrace and 
he went to Eastington Primary School.  He followed the rest of his family into the haymaking    
business.  

He was a member of the Gloucester-
shire Yeomanry which divided into 
separate units during the War. He 
was in the 1st Royal Gloucestershire 
Hussars who fought in Egypt and at 
Gallipoli. As part of the cavalry, he 
took part in the battles in the Middle 
East.  He became a signaller and  
also fought in Mesopotamia (Iraq) 
and India. His brigade was         
transferred to many different          
locations as the War progressed and 
he was lucky to escape with his life 
when the ship he was travelling on 
was torpedoed.   

On 15 April 1917 the Cameronia was 
torpedoed by the German  submarine 
U-33 en route from Marseilles to    
Alexandria, Egypt while carrying 2650 

troops and 150 nautical miles from Malta.  The Cameronia sank in 40 minutes, resulting in 210 
deaths.  Some of the survivors were picked up by the        escorting destroyer, HMS Rifleman.  As 
the U-boat was in the area, the remaining survivors had to be picked up the next morning by a 
sloop from Malta. 

Writing to his parents, Reg said:  

òjust a line to let you know I am saved and un-wounded.  I expect you see by the papers that the 
óCameroniaô was torpedoed in the Mediterranean.  Talk about a panic, I have been in a fix before 
now but never one like this.  We got hit 5:30 Sunday night and in 35 minutes the boat was out of 
sight.  I was one of the lifeboat crew, but we did not stand a ratôs chance, as the fellows were mad 
and before we could get the boat off the pulleys she was packed with men.ò  

ñThe only thing I worry about is my pal, I believe he has gone under, but of course I cannot say for 
certain as there were heaps of fellows in the water when our destroyer came away.ò 

Before the war 

In the Gloucestershire Yeomanry (Royal Gloucestershire Hussars) 

In his uniform 
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 ñOf course one is bound to feel the shock.  Some of the poor boys 
were knocked out before they touched the water, and a lot got 
knocked out by the lifeboats capsizing, but I cannot tell you how 
many have been put out as I do not know. I am living in hope that 
there are not many.  I have lost everything except what I stand up 
in, but expect to be issued with some more in a dayôs time.ò 

ñRemember to me to all at home and tell them I am still alive and 
kicking.ò 

Stroud News 11 May 1917 ï Lance Corporal R.W. Baker,        
Hussars, of Oldends, Stonehouse described his rescue from the 
ñCameroniaò which had been torpedoed in the Mediterranean.  He 
praised the fine rescue work of British destroyers.  

 ñI owe my life to a Jack Tar.  If it had not been for him I should 
have been under the destroyer.  He flung a piece of rope to me 
and pulled me in éééé..  I think we ought to be proud of the 
Navy é..  The Captain of the destroyer deserves the DSO.  He 
would not leave until nearly every available man was picked up.ò 

Reginald survived the war and returned to his family. In 1923 he 
married Hilda Shakespeare and they had two sons and a      
daughter.  He set up a successful haulage business in 
Stonehouse - R.W. Baker and Sons - which was carried on by his 
son.  He died in 1974.  

After the War 
Like so many others of that generation, the lives of the Baker family 
were changed for ever.  It is said that the parents never recovered 
from the loss of their two sons.  Lottie Baker lost her husband after 
only a few years during which he was away at the front.  Frederick 
Baker took over the Spa Inn and ran it from 1931 to 1950.  Victoria 
May and Cyril were young enough to rebuild their lives, get married 
and have children.  Thanks to Reginaldôs daughter Pamela Bird and 
granddaughter Helen Bell for keeping their memories alive.  
 
 
 
 
 

Sources of Information 
Censuses 1841 ï1911. www.ancestry.co.uk 
 
Stroud News 1914 ï1917. Stroud Library 

http://www.1914-1918.net/heavy-battery-index.htm                       
accessed April 2014  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Royal_Gloucestershire_Hussars accessed April 2014 

SHG Oral History interviews ï Helen Bell and Pamela 
Bird, April 2014.  Photographs É Helen Bell. 

 

 

Card sent to Reg  
by his sister May 

Photograph shows three generations of the family 
- Helen Bell, her son Sebastian Bell and Pamela 
Bird outside the Royal Oak Inn at Tetbury. 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk
http://www.1914-1918.net/heavy-battery-index.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Gloucestershire_Hussars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Gloucestershire_Hussars
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Benjamin Dooley Parkin (1879 - 1962) 

by Vicki Walker and Jim Dickson 

Captain B. D. Parkin was one of the most influential men of Stonehouse during the first half of the 
20th century.  He moved to the Town in 1911 to become Headmaster of the Council School and 
later became Chairman of the Parish Council, 
Chief A.R.P. Warden for the Stroud area, as well 
as the president of the Stonehouse Branch of the 
British Legion and a Justice of the Peace. 

Born on July 2nd 1879 in the village of Riddings 
near Alfreton in Derbyshire, Benjamin Parkin was 
the son of Samuel Parkin, a colliery clerk.  His 
mother Elizabeth gave her maiden name, Dooley, 
to her son as a second name.  His grandfathers 
and uncles had all been mine workers but his   
father, Samuel, a younger son, was of a more  
academic bent.  In 1861 he was a pupil teacher 
and in 1871 a clerk. It is likely that he encouraged 
his eldest son, Benjamin, to get an education.  

Teacher 
Benjamin qualified as a certificated teacher at St Johnôs College, Battersea, and took up his first 

appointment at a school in South Hackney in 1900.  Battersea Col-
lege was founded in 1838 by James Kay-Shuttleworth.  It was the 
first ever teacher training     college, later taken over by the National 
Society in 1841 and       renamed St Johnôs College.  His brother, 
Thomas,  also became a teacher in Hackney. 

Benjamin married Mabel Theaker in Stratford-upon-Avon in 1905.  
They lived in London where their son, Benjamin Theaker Parkin 
was born in 1906. 

In September 1906 B. D. Parkin commenced duties as headmaster 
of Winterbourne Down All Saints School in Bristol.  This was a    
primary school with 186 children on roll.  The previous headmaster 
had only been in post for a year when he became ill and died.      
Mr. Parkin found the school needing much improvement.  He writes 
in the school log book that achievement was poor in all subjects 
and the condition of the buildings was inadequate.  According to the  
inspectorsô reports Mr. Parkin improved the teaching and              
organisation greatly and he also       endeavoured to get the build-
ings brought up to standard. 

In 1911 the Headmaster of Stonehouse Council School,       Mr. 
John Westacott, who had been in 
charge for 38 years, retired.     B. 
D. Parkin, aged 32, applied for the 
job, was successful and       com-
menced his duties on 18th   Octo-
ber 1911.  He and his family 
moved to Stonehouse. Inspectors 
reported that the school was in an 
efficient condition.  
 

Soldier 
B. D. Parkin had first served in the 
army while he was a young teach-
er, as a volunteer in the 2nd South 
Middlesex Volunteer regiment at 
the turn of the 20th century, soon 

Benjamin with his father Samuel c1897 

B. D. Parkin as a young 
teacher c1900 

Stonehouse Council School c1900s.  
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after the start of the Boer War.  He was promoted to sergeant 
and was one of the bodyguards to Queen Victoria when she laid 
the foundation stone of the South Kensington Museum.  When 
the First World War began in 1914, he volunteered for the Army 
again.  Initially he was rejected on medical grounds.  There had 
been scarlet fever in the school in 1914 and he had been off sick 
for seven weeks.  Also his sight was poor so this may have been 
a factor.  However as more soldiers died in the fighting, regula-
tions were relaxed and he was accepted into his old territorial 
battalion in June 1916. 
 
Twelve years after the war, B. D. Parkin wrote a diary of his   
wartime experiences.  This was deposited in the Imperial War 
Museum and Stonehouse History Group has a copy.  

Parkin did his initial training and became a Lance Corporal.  
Those in charge spotted his potential and he was sent on a num-
ber of courses where he easily topped the list of N.C.O.s.  After 
having said a sad farewell to his family, on the eve of departure 
to France he was withdrawn and sent for Officer training.  This 
meant he stayed in England until August 1917.  At the end of his 

training he was again top of his class and selected to sit next to the Colonel at the final dinner.  
On 28th August he joined the 7th  West Riding Regiment and set off for France on 4th November 
1917.  

Parkin describes the class system that existed in the Army.  As a young officer he had a servant 
who stayed with him throughout the war.  However he emphasises that there was a great spirit of 
togetherness, ñofficers and men are comradesò.  He describes his commanding officerôs speech 
before heading into battle as, ñreminiscent of Henry Vò.  The officer was 25 years old and was 
killed a fortnight later from a direct hit by a shell.  Later, he describes how devastated the men 
were when the Brigadier was killed, ñwe loved himò. 

Parkin led a charmed life in the trenches.  He suffered terrible conditions as did all the men, but 
never had to go ñover the topò into battle.  Because he was a good map reader and an intelligent 
man, he was appointed as an Intelligence Officer.  This meant he had to receive messages from 
aeroplanes and get them to the Officer in charge.  This often meant running along the trenches 
from shell hole to shell hole under bombardment but, even though men were killed either side of 
him, Parkin was never wounded.  Many of his friends were killed at the battle of Bourlon Wood.  
Travelling on a train across France, the train was bombed and machine-gunned but miraculously, 
Parkin remained physically unscathed.  

The first time he heard enemy shelling he was terrified.  He 
wanted to find a hole and hide in it.  But as time went on he 
became used to it and would stand at the edge of the trench 
and watch the Artillery with pride.  Most of the time the men 
were waiting for orders to attack. They were filled with        
apprehension waiting for the battles at Arras and Vimy Ridge.  

B. D. Parkin was promoted to Captain, a rank he was proud 
to use for the rest of his life.  At the end of the war he became 
an Education Officer with the Army on the Rhine Adult       
Education Scheme designed to prepare troops for civilian life. 
When his Division returned to England he was given a similar 
post with the 51st Highland Division. 
 

Public work 
After the war Captain Parkin returned to the Council School 
on 1st July 1919 where he remained as head-master until he 
retired in 1939.  He and his wife and son moved to 
ñInglenookò in Queenôs Road, now ñPrescottò, and later to 
Gloucester Road. 
 


