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Steam Days

This photo is from Steam Days
Magazine Issue No 7 October -
December 1837, ISSN 0268-
0020. and is credited to B J
Ashworth.

The caption says - A classic
photograph of the branch
goods train in its twilight years.

Two spotters look on as BR
standard '2MT' No 738001
shunts the Nailsworth branch
goods st Dudbridge on 22
August 1965,

The cast notice bears witness
to the origin of Midland Railway

A in Gi

Stanley Spencer

For nearly two years at the
beginning of the last war, the
famous artist, Sir Stanley
Spencer RA., fhved in
Leonard Stanley, and made
many psintings of locsl
scenes, as well as finishing
off pictures of work in the
Glasgow shipyards.

Peter Hill, a former SBC
comespondent  and art
historian, interviewed many
people in the willage who
remembered Stanley being
there when they were
children, and taped their
reminiscences.

He has woven  their

+

into the story of
this colourful wartime
episode, snd worked in
some rarely seen drawings
made in sketchbooks, which

Spencer bought in 8 shop in
Stonehouse.

Stanley Spencer
More Spencer info
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Stonehouse History Groupbs website is packed wit
photographs, maps, memories, videos and informat.i
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have any questions about Stonehouse history, pl e:
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Il nf o@stonehousehistorygroup.
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AiStonehouse History Groupo (and |l eaving a contact
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Wel come to I ssue 4

it is the centenary of the start of the Firs
fects of t hat War on Stonehouse. This is the
sociationés Annual Local Hi story Day on October
at event . We read about | ocal men who fought
periences of a few of them. We have been f or't
l ati ves wh o have gi ven us photographs and me
corporated into several articles in this |Issue.
addition to articles about the War, we have
onehouse has <changed. We would be delighted
ntribute an article on any aspect of the histor
e Journal can be hftdwpnd /ovwwo 51t omeslhsiutseethi st or ygr c
al so try t oedeipntchl urdees enaorrceh iannd ar e pleased to r
l'l's on the Willow Plantaldwmnaihiacfh tthe sGl appesat
rr- lndustri al Archaeology for 2009. We have be
ditional photos and information.

r research is continuing and we have received
evious Journal s. I f you can give us more info
evious issues, pl ease contact us Vvi a 03u3r4,Weobrs i
me along to one of our meetings in the Town Ha
xcept August) at 7:30pm.

The Edi tori al
May 2014

Car ds sent home t o his Mo t
Lance Corporal Reginald Bake
Ol dends Lane.
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Ef fects of the First World War on
by Shirley Dicker and Jim Dic

days of the War
ews reported that, following the Declarat
| ocal banks were closed for 3 days due
e scal e. David LI oyd Geroagacet,ed hvei tCh awmice
e in dealing witho teahred irmarsetdd ragd ¢ amomfeit e
week the financial emergency was over .
s with the result that many | ocal stores
On 13 November, Stroud News reported t
Charles Henry Gardiner, 1 Ipthiot Hu)sag h alde, f t ¢
been awarded the French Medaille Milita
bet ween 21 and 30 August) and that he h
aged 44, he was recorded as a chronic rft
The first mention of t he War i n Stoneht
Counci l records came in tes o
Meeting in March 1915. Thq nt stc
in memory of two dead solf rivat
Ri fl eman Budt @ c ka)t. ( rA g IBto
Condol ence was prepared f ¢ f ami | i
Early in 1916 the street re tu
of attacks by Zeppelin a@ nd t h
asked shopkeepers to turn r out
March the Government intr mpul s
service for all single men aged 19 WO mo
extended to include married men ang er ageée
the | ast months of the War the uppe it wa
Standi sh Hospital
The King family had rented Standish House from 1¢
el dest daughter of the family, was involved in o
the training of Red Cross nurses She realised t
be need f or hospitals to cope with those woun
approached its owner, Lord Sherborne. He agreed
hav it decorat ed, fitted with electric | ights, a
Stroud News reported that | ocal people were invit
1915 and more than 700 people visited that day.
running of the hospital. When the hospital- open
trained staff plus | ocal volunteers from the Rec
Many had been trained by Mary King who was the Co
Al l of the wounded soldiers came from the Beaufor
hoursdé notice before the first wounded arrived.
stretcher <cases Al t hough it was May, snow was
had to i ght the fires througholudsitnhge dnaeyw fhoors p:
Stonehouse but | ocal people rallied round to col
Local people transported the wounded soldiers fro
Shortly after the hospital opened, t wo wooden hu
grounds. They housed a further 30 beds to accomn
were able to get out of bed were expected to wea
could not dress ophwtas hshdhwsnsedbhvaisgrs Theoaslei nvdh op aw
wel | enough were all owed to go into Stoneh:q
to Stroud but they had to be back by 6:30pm or th
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s became very fond of the soldiers and o
the soldiers put on plays and even taug
a quiet village before the War and | ocal
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First successful | andin
On 9 August 1916, an aeroplan
Beardds Mil . Captain Eric D

i xon of
his brother Hugh before he |
n |Ianded within a hbhawnmtean yH
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a
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The War endedthe 191B Bhouri of the 10t Wwhidcahy voef
commemorate in Stonehouse each year at t he War
Church recdedorstadt .0 Stonehouse men who fell i n
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Stroud News recorded the names of 176 Stonehouse
who gained distinctions such as the Military Medzé
or were fMmMhesienddiogumrects represent aal Imewh owhsoe rjvoeidn e (
1915, and survivedSt rarua rreepete ®itreal su doenda. | snippets o
on difficulties being experienced by companies wl
For ceesg. in O¢t dblkedrweRM1 70 and 80 employees of Me
(based at Upper Mills) were serving in the Army o
Sources of I nformati on

AndersonThé&. Hi Ast Ninety Year s; The S1984. of St on

At ki nsonA Bhdttaggmaphic History of St apd0D4h House

Fet heGodoery, LadyLeKat hWeeelhor get : W6 r1l9dl 8 WaBro ok b ¢
Remembr,anpeesented t o Royal British Legion St ol
Gl oucestershire Archives, copy Stonehouse History

Loosl ey ,WyS.|G.fH.e, Col | ege: The F198R0 nieurn dRreeds sY,e alr 9s8
Mor gan, Kelnlnoeytdh @ Bugeel | Book Services, 1974.

PettingeHj sTejfvaonf Ihrnftlpat/ i/ ovwwi. @ cWkhomi cshel p. org/l
hi stodirnyf |-ia#n kAcncessed 18 April 2014.

Sibly, W.A. (8dNetwyrdd,)i 0f ® angprtihvatWwWary printed by J
StrachadheH&wyrst, WBotkewWaBooks, 2006 .
Tayl or ,Thee JEiPr.s;t, WBehdguWar Books, 1967.

The Stroud District and -L194DWPar$tnoud hde 6s eRu b Wasg
copi &4 rofud New® 18RwMme | able on microfiche at Stro
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http://www.economicshelp.org/blog/2647/economics/history-of-inflation-in-uk/

How the First World War brought
The Baker Family

by Vicki Wal ker and Shirley D

War Memorials across the country are a reminder
ordinary people was the |l oss of so many family m
suffered the |l oss of more than one person and the
three precious sons go off to war.

EI i and Elizabet Baker married in

1886. I n 1891 th

Downfield Terrace

and Cainscross. E

a hay trusser whi

for t heir t wo y O

aged 3, and Freddq|

1901 t he family '

16Avenue Terrace

Al bert was workin

and groom whil e

tel egram messeng

Reginal d and Vi c

born and Cyril W

years | ater

In 1914 the famil

Spa I nn in Ol dend

wer e occupied as

‘(’:VE: | S etnh ® e‘l’vg men. 1898 - The Baker Family

fami l d hed Left-right: Frederick John, Eli (father), Albert Eli, Reginald Walter,

: : y seeme €4 Elizabeth Annie (mother) and Alexander William

living the countr :

son, Al bert had joined the army 1n

1906 as part of the Gl oucestershire Regi ment. I
Al bert EI i Baker

Al bert EI i Baker was born | 1 he
stabl e boy and gr oom. As| e Arnm
Reserve, he was one of t he | | i sed
August 1914. Hi s Brigade e in
on 13th August and engaged ons o
Western Front. THeay WBarte lid

and the subsequent retreat,| {fhe Maj
Battle of the Aisne and the| | Ypres
On November Sth 1914 at t le s, A
Baker became one of the fi I di er
kill ed. §

M N



His friend, Al bert Townsend, of Mi nchi nhampton w
reproduced in a | ocal newspaper The two Alberts
was engaged to his friendbs sister Florence. T he
Gl oucestershire Regi ment together Whil e in the
medal |l ions by the Royal Life Saving Society for
military service they had both been training to b
and Townsend at Fishponds in Bristol. The two ha
Private Baker was killed by afnbhewhsapondl|l Primyat e@c
not killed as wel . I miss him every minute of

best | could for him. I buried him and it was t
truest friends and Sadclayn,noltanceep | Garep ohria. 0Al ber t -
23rd December 1914. Neither sol dier has a mar k.
Menin Gate at Ypres and Al bert Townsend on the Le
The Stonehouse Parish Council mi- A Mt e J Dafve Mar am d -
MrCol e proposed a book of condolence with the rel
two gallant young soldiers who had fallen in the
the resolution which was carried. Al l present st
I'n his wild.l Private Baker left A59 3s 11d to his

Al bert sent tth
card home to
brother Regir
in 1914

Al exander

William Baker

The Bakersdé third son, Ale 1in 18
1911 he was |living at the v Jing a
trusser for a hay merchant Wand b
June 1914 he married Lotti el rried
may have been excused fro edi at
However he became a gunner ¥Garri s
Artillery ( RGA) . He was [ cBatter
probably went to France 1in

The role of the Heavy Batte

Heavy Batteries RGA were ef BVvVy gL
sendi ngc alldarbgex phiogsh ve shel at
trajectory fire. As Briti g tics
Heavy Batteries were most off destr
neutralising t he enemy ar ts I as
destructive fire down on st : S , st
and railways behind enemy | Py - e . s hel
gassed by the enemy. R |

Al exander Baker
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nOf course o
were knocked
knocked out
many have be
there are no
i n, but expect
ifRemember to
kicking. o
Stroud News por a
Hussar s, of | dends, nehous
fiCameronwhi ch had been torpedoe V‘U i vy Al oo Lt erroar
praised the fine rescue work of ro g Wten parisromyoi e g’ [ 1 Oy €T
Tio 1a thefiesmg e o i
i owe my I|ife to a Jack Tar. I thponches tha o e t bee
have been under the destroyer . [, .o pi ece
and pulled me in éééé.. It hi i o be
Navy é. . The Captain of the d rves
would not | eave until nearly. @ ma n
Reginald survived the war and ret%d™n%dsS &Nt 1Hios Red
married Hilda Shakespeare and tHdy NhadSiSHET s Y4
daughter. He set up a successful haul age bu
St one h-Ru she Baker -vamidc Somass carried on by his
son He died in 1974.
Af ter the War
Like so many others of that g l i ves
were changed for ever. It i s s par en
from the | oss of the!r t Wo s 0nS s goving - Remembrance -of | € I o
only a few years during which SR t he
Baker took over the Spa Inn an UL SRS 200 1931
May and Cyril were young enoug heir
and have children Thanks to ALBERT ELI BAKER, Jght er
granddaughter Helen Bell for Kk hemor i
WHO FELL IN THE BATTLE OF YPRES,
NOV. 5, 1914,
AGED 27 YEARS.
Sources of I nformation
CensusedglaBMwiw. ancestry.co. uk
"C'rdﬂbnul-.-llnllh'-’.l'\n:mhy
Stroud Neiw8§1X918&troud Library sl she
http:/ / windwl.81.9nledb /ath ¢i@vdye X . ht m
accessed April 2014
http://en. wikipedia.org/
Royal Gl oucest eacscha srsee dHubs
SHG Or al Hi s tioHeyl einn tBeerlvli e
Bird, April 2014. Phot og
Photograph show three famil
-Hel en Bell, her son Sg¢ amel a
Bird outside the Rayal


http://www.ancestry.co.uk
http://www.1914-1918.net/heavy-battery-index.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Gloucestershire_Hussars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Gloucestershire_Hussars
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